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Course Description:  This course examines issues of race in American sports since the 1960s.  Students will first be introduced to the history of sport integration starting with the social implications of Jackie Robinson’s 1947 breakthrough in Major League Baseball.  The continued struggle for equality on the playing field and in mainstream society will be analyzed through the militant activism of black athletes in the 1960s using Amy Bass’ Not the triumph but the struggle: the 1968 Olympics and the making of the Black athlete.  Moving from the militant athletes of the 60s to the mainstream sports figures, students will critique John Hoberman’s Darwin’s Athletes and evaluate his thesis of the “sports fixation” and how it has damaged the black community.  In critiquing Hoberman’s theory, the course will culminate with students’ examination of Michael Jordan as a cultural icon. 
The dynamics of sport in racial and cultural context serves as a vehicle to examine these intersections of African American culture and the broader spectrum of mainstream society.  Michael Jordan, with his business savvy and commercial appeal, embodies the American ideal of meritocracy, while Allen Iverson, with his flamboyant tattoos and braids, represents the “hip-hop” culture that is reminiscent of the “bad nigger” era of Jack Johnson.  Jordan and other athletes who have crossed over into the mainstream face the dilemma W.E.B. DuBois termed “double-consciousness,” the impediment that would cause the Negro to constantly strive to assimilate the ethics of the American value system while he himself was deemed unworthy.  The precepts of ideological racism are replicated in sport and having students assess the contemporary experience and perception of black athletes will allow them to comprehend how present racism and race relations in sport reflect the traditional prejudices of the dominant culture.   
Rationale:  Students will study the history and contemporary circumstances of black athletes in the U.S. in order to better understand and address larger problems of race, class, and gender in American culture and society as a whole.   Investigating the images, performances, and social roles of  black athletes, both male and female, provides a way to analyze and critique race, class, and gender relations in the U.S., including the impact of race on perceptions of masculinity and femininity; the recognition of contemporary versions of longstanding racial, cultural, and gender stereotypes; the role the biological and social sciences have played in defining race and gender in ways that tend to reinforce ongoing economic, political, and social inequities; representations of race and gender in the media and popular culture; the participation of black athletes in past and present social justice movements; and the employment of black athletes in the expansion of American economic power.
The readings for this class are designed to illuminate the role of black athletes in American culture, and by doing so, to begin to understand the pluralistic nature of institutions, society, and culture in the U.S. and to analyze and critique continuing inequities across racial/ethnic, class, and gender groups. The required texts for the class reflect the goals of both the Social Diversity and Cultures and Ideas categories.  Michael Jordan, Inc.: Corporate Sport, Media Culture, and Late Modern America is an anthology in the tradition of cultural studies.  Collectively, the essays in the volume address processes of commodification, globalization, racialization and sexualization; the function of celebrity in popular culture; media representations of black athletes.  Not the Triumph But the Struggle: the 1968 Olympics and the Making of the Black Athlete provides historical context for the protests of black athletes at the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City, an event that drew worldwide attention to racial injustice in the U.S.  The book addresses the protest’s connections to the civil rights struggle and the black power movement, while also examining the complexities that class and gender differences brought to those movements.  Darwin’s Athletes examines the long history of scientific racism and its roots in discourses that emerged from 18th and 19th-century colonialism.  Finally, the essays selected from the anthology, The Unlevel Playing Field: A Documentary History of the African American Experience in Sport, and from several other scholarly sources, expand discussion of black athletes in the black power and civil rights movements, as well as provide a close look at issues surrounding black women athletes.  These readings have been chosen to help students understand—culturally and historically—the role of sports and black athletes in American culture, but equally to show how the peculiar position of black athletes reflects the continuing conflict and injustice that characterize race, class, and gender relations in the U.S.

Course Objectives  
1. Students will understand how differences of race, class, and gender in American society are reflected in the history and practice of college and professional sports.

2. Students will understand the implications of sport integration and how it challenged American egalitarian ideals.

3. Students will learn to analyze media and other cultural performances in terms of the role they play in race, class, and gender relations.

4. Students will be able to assess how racism and race relations in the institution of sport mirror American society.

5. Students will analyze how the sporting experience of the black athlete is identical to the social, economic, and political struggles of African Americans.

GEC Social Diversity Objectives

1. Students describe the roles of such categories as race, gender, class, ethnicity, and religion in the institutions and cultures of the United States.  This course meets this objective by focusing on race in the arena of professional sports, considered as an important area of cultural expression.  The class investigates intersections of race and class both through its discussion of the use of black athletes in marketing and commerce and its discussion of the economic and social disadvantages from which black athletes emerge.  Gender is an important element of the class not only in its discussion of female athletes, but also in its attention to the production of masculinity.
2. Students recognize the role of social diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values.  Sport is an important part of American popular culture in the 21st century and even students who are not much engaged in following collegiate or professional sports are aware of its popularity.  This course brings to students a subject of interest to most, and awareness to all, and encourages students to look more analytically and more critically at the role professional sports has played in the long struggle toward equality and justice across racial, class, and gender boundaries, and to see in it also the reflection of the conflicts and complexities of living in a pluralistic society.
GEC Arts and Humanities Cultures and Ideas Objectives.  
1. Students develop abilities to be enlightened observers or active participants in the visual spatial, musical, theatrical, rhetorical, or written arts.  This class does discuss several films, but its main subject is neither literary texts nor works of art. Its subject is rather the popular culture form of professional sport and the role of black athletes within it.  In part, sport is itself a cultural performance, but more broadly, the class investigates the ways in which black athletes perform the roles that constitute their identities within the culture .  This course is intended to help students become much more critical observers of the spectacle of sport and begin to understand how it reflects larger questions about U.S. society and culture.

2. Students describe and interpret achievement in the arts and literature.  Again, students are not studying arts and literature as traditionally defined, but rather are learning to describe and interpret a particular kind of cultural expression embodied in professional sports (its history, imagery, engagement with broader themes of American culture).   
3. Students explain how works of art and literature express social and cultural issues.  In each of their writing assignments, students will discuss some element of the relationship between black athletes in professional sports and issues related to the history of racism (particularly in the last half of the 20th century) as well as the ongoing conflicts and complexities that characterize race, class, and gender differences in the U.S.
REQUIRED TEXTS

Andrews, David L., ed. Michael Jordan, Inc. Corporate Sport, Media Culture, and Late

 Modern America. New York: State University of New York Press, Albany, 2001.

Bass, Amy. Not the triumph but the struggle: the 1968 Olympics and the making of the 

Black athlete.  Minneapolis : University of Minnesota Press, c2002.

Hoberman, John. Darwin’s Athletes. New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1997.
Additional essays on library reserve.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Short Essay (3-5 pages) on black athletes in the 60s

20%

Short Essay (3-5 pages) on pro sports and black America
20%

Final Exam (Research Paper, 7-10 pages)


40%

“ESPN Talk Show Presentations (Panel Discussions)
20%

GUIDELINES FOR SHORT ESSAYS AND RESEARCH PAPER (FINAL EXAM)

For your research essay, select a topic on racism and sports or sports and popular culture.  Choose a topic that is of intrinsic interest to you.  For example, you may want to examine the Jordan effect on present athletes such as Tiger Woods or the NBA’s bad boy image that has followed the league’s African American players.  You will be required to use at least two scholarly journal articles as sources in addition to the popular sources of newspapers and magazines.  In all, your research essay must have at least seven sources and follow standard MLA research guidelines, which include a title page, outline, 7-10 pages of text and a works cited page.   Your short essays (3-5 pages) must have at least two sources and also follow MLA guidelines. 

“ESPN Talk Show Presentations”

All students will participate in a panel discussion examining the concepts and theories discussed throughout the quarter concerning the black athlete.  In your groups, you will choose the athletes and sports journalists for role playing and develop a presentation in talk show format. You will need to turn in two pages of research notes that prepare you for your panel discussion.  The research notes must be typed, double-spaced and referenced using MLA format.  “ESPN” presentations will be scheduled at the end of week six.

Class Participation/Evaluation

Students are responsible for all materials discussed in class and are expected to read assignments before the assigned week for appropriate class participation. Incomplete grades or assignment extensions will only be given in cases of a medical or family emergency.  

Grading Scale

97-100 = A+

87-89 = B+

77-79 = C+

67-69 = D+

95-96 = A

85-86 = B

75-76 = C

65-66 = D

94-90 = A-

84-80 = B-

74-70 = C-

64-60 = D-

Below 60 = E

Attendance
Regular attendance is essential to performing well in this course.  Each class period, you will be expected to sign your name on an attendance sheet.

UNIVERSITY POLICIES

Academic Misconduct
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (HYPERLINK http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp) 

Disability Services

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http:www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

COURSE OUTLINE

Week One

Introduction to course

1. Film: The Journey of the African American Athlete. Prod. Leslie Farrell, Paul. H. Hutchinson and Kendall Reid.  HBO Sports, 1996.

Week Two

The Black Athlete Revisited

1. Wiggins, David K. “Civil Rights and the Quest for Equality.” Glory Bound: Black Athletes in a White America. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 1997. 61-174.

2. Wiggins, David K. “The Notion of Double-Consciousness and the Involvement of Black Athletes in American Sport.” Glory Bound: Black Athletes in a White America. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 1997. 200-220.

3. Walker, Chet. “On the Road in the South, 1960.” The Unlevel Playing Field.  Eds. David K. Wiggins and Patrick B. Miller. Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2003. 277-282.

4. Young, A.S. “Rebellion at Cal.” The Unlevel Playing Field.  Eds. David K. Wiggins and Patrick B. Miller. Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2003. 282-284.

5. Cleaver, Eldrige. “The Muhammad Ali-Patterson Fight.” The Unlevel Playing Field.  Eds. David K. Wiggins and Patrick B. Miller. Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2003. 303-306.

6. “Elijah Muhammad Disciplines Muhammad Ali.” The Unlevel Playing Field.  Eds. David K. Wiggins and Patrick B. Miller. Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2003. 306-310.

7. “Muhammad Ali Faces the Nation.” The Unlevel Playing Field.  Eds. David K. Wiggins and Patrick B. Miller. Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2003. 310-314.

Week Three

The Civil Rights Struggle

1. Bass, Amy. Not the triumph but the struggle: the 1968 Olympics and the making of the Black athlete.  Minneapolis : University of Minnesota Press, c2002.
2. Film: Jim Brown: All American. Prod. Spike Lee.  HBO Sports and 40 Acres and a Mule Filmworks, 2003.

Week Four

Progress along the color line in the 1970s  
1. “Jesse Jackson on Blacks and the Sports $$$.” The Unlevel Playing Field.  Eds. David K. Wiggins and Patrick B. Miller. Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2003. 319-323.

2. Petrie, Phil. “The NFL Sacks the Black Quarterback.” The Unlevel Playing Field.  Eds. David K. Wiggins and Patrick B. Miller. Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2003. 323-328.

3. Robinson, Frank. “In America’s National Pastime . . . White is the Color of the Game off the Field.” The Unlevel Playing Field.  Eds. David K. Wiggins and Patrick B. Miller. Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2003. 339-342.

4. Jefferson, Margo. “On the Court, in the World.” The Unlevel Playing Field.  Eds. David K. Wiggins and Patrick B. Miller. Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2003. 371-376.

5. Hackley, Lloyd V. “We Need to Educate our Athletes: Higher Education and Sports.” .” The Unlevel Playing Field.  Eds. David K. Wiggins and Patrick B. Miller. Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2003. 332-336.

Week Five

Are Pro Sports Bad for Black America?

1. 1. Hoberman, John. Darwin’s Athletes. New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1997.

Week Six

The Black Female Athlete: Nobody Knows her Name

1. Washington, Marian E. “Black Women in Sports: Can We Get off the Track?” The Unlevel Playing Field.  Eds. David K. Wiggins and Patrick B. Miller. Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2003. 336-339.

2. “Jackie Joyner-Kersee, a Woman of Substance.” The Unlevel Playing Field.  Eds. David K. Wiggins and Patrick B. Miller. Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2003. 398-401.

3. Cahn, Susan. “Cinderellas" of Sport: Black Women in Track and Field.” Coming on strong : gender and sexuality in twentieth-century women's sport. New York : Free Press, Toronto. 140-164.
4. Spencer, Nancy. “From "Child's Play" to "Party Crasher": Venus Williams, Racism and Professional Women's Tennis.” Sports stars : the cultural politics of sporting celebrity. Eds. David L. Andrews and Steven J. Jackson. New York : Routledge, 2001. 87-101.
5. Banet-Weiser, Sarah. “Hoop Dreams: Professional Basketball and the Politics of Race and Gender.” Journal of Sport & Social Issues. 23.4 (1999): 403-420.
Weeks Seven/Eight

Air Jordan’s Throne

1. Andrews, David L., ed. Michael Jordan, Inc. Corporate Sport, Media Culture, and Late Modern America. New York: State University of New York Press, Albany, 2001.

Week Nine

ESPN Talk Show presentations

Week Ten

Research paper presentations
(No final exam.)
